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SUBJECT: NEWSPAPER ARTICLE ON TITLE I ASSISTANCE TO INDIA 

1 . THE MARCH 14 ISSUE OF THE HINDU CARRIED A LENGTHY 
PIECE BY G.K. REDDY DEALING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, WITH 
U.S. TITLE I ASSISTANCE TO INDIA. THIS IS THE FIRST 
NEWSPAPER DISCUSSION OF THIS ISSUE IN RECENT WEEKS. 

EXCERPTS FOLLOW: 

2. "THE LATEST IRRITANTS IN INDO-AMERICAN RELATIONS 
ARE AN ATTEMPTED MOVE BY SOME ELEMENTS IN THE FORD 
ADMINISTRATION TO BLOCK THE PROMISED PL-480 FOOD SALES 
DURING THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR... THE U.S. IS TRYING TO 
RETRACT FROM THE EARLIER PROMISE OF AT LEAST HALF A MILLION 
TONS OF FOODGRAINS UNDER THE REVISED PL-480 

PROGRAM WITH THE PLEA THAT INDIA SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
MEET ITS BUFFER STOCK REQUIREMENTS FROM ITS OWN 
BUMPER CROP THIS YEAR. 

3. "THOUGH INDIA IS NOT OVTO BEG FOR THESE PL-480 
SHIPMENTS. IT IS TAKING STEPS TO REBUT THIS 
CONTENTION BY CLARIFYING THE POSITION THAT THE 
BUFFER STOCKS THAT ARE BEING BUILT UP WITH IMPORTED 
GRAIN, WHETHER ON CASH PAYMENT OR CONCESSIONAL 
PURCHASES, ARE NOT INTENDED TO SUPPLEMENT 
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AN INSURANCE AGAINST POSSIBLE SHORTFALLS IN FOOD 
PRODUCTION IN THE EVENT OF BAD MONSOONS IN THE 
SUBSEQUENT SEASONS. 

4. "SO IF THE U.S. CHOOSES TO GO BACK ON ITS EARLIER 
PROMISES. INDIA WILL NATURALLY TAKE IT AS PART OF 
A DELIBERATE ATTEMPT TO STEP UP THE POLITICAL 
PRESSURES ON THIS COUNTRY IN THE WAKE OF THE LATEST 
STRAINS IN INDO- AMERICAN RELATIONS. BUT THE GENERAL 
ECONOMIC SITUATION NOW IS COMFORTABLE ENOUGH TO PAY 
FOR THESE HALF A MILLION TONS FROM ITS OWN FREE FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE, SHOULD THE NEED ARISE FOR IT IN THE LIGHT OF 
THE INDIAN CLARIFICATION S . "SCHNEIDER 
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